Habakkuk Amplified Bible (AMP)
Chaldeans Used to Punish Judah

1 Theoracle (a burdensome message—a pronouncement from God) which Habakkuk the prophet
saw.

2

O Lord, how long will I call for help

And You will not hear?

I cry out to You, “Violence!”

Yet You do not save.

3

Why do You make me see iniquity,

And cause me to look on wickedness?

For destruction and violence are before me;
Strife continues and contention arises.

5

[The Lord replied,] “Look among the nations! See!

Be astonished! Wonder!

For I am doing something in your days—

You would not believe it if you were told.

6

“For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans [who rule in Babylon],
That fierce and impetuous nation

Who march throughout the earth

To take possession of dwelling places that do not belong to them.

12

Are You not from everlasting,

O Lord, my God, My Holy One?

We will not die.

O Lord, You have appointed the Chaldeans [who rule in Babylon] to execute [Your] judgment,
And You, O Rock, have established them to correct and chastise.
13

Your eyes are too pure to approve evil,

And You cannot look favorably on wickedness.

Why then do You look favorably

On those who act treacherously?

Why are you silent when the wicked (Chaldean oppressors) destroy
Those more righteous than they?

God Answers the Prophet Chapter 2

1 I will stand at my guard post

And station myself on the tower;

And I will keep watch to see what He will say to me,

And what answer [ will give [as His spokesman] when I am reproved.



2 Then the Lord answered me and said,
“Write the vision

And engrave it plainly on [clay] tablets
So that the one who reads it will run.

3 “For the vision is yet for the appointed [future] time

It hurries toward the goal [of fulfillment]; it will not fail.
Even though it delays, wait [patiently] for it,

Because it will certainly come; it will not delay.

4 “Look at the proud one,

His soul is not right within him,

But the righteous will live by his faith [in the true God].

God’s Salvation of His People Chapter 3

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, set to wild and enthusiastic music.
2 O Lord, I have heard the report about You and I fear.

O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years,

In the midst of the years make it known;

In wrath [earnestly] remember compassion and love.

13 You went forth for the salvation of Your people,

For the salvation and rescue of Your anointed [the Messiah].

You struck the head from the house of the wicked

To lay him open from the thigh to the neck. Selah (pause, and calmly think of that).

16 I heard and my whole inner self trembled;

My lips quivered at the sound.

Decay and rottenness enter my bones,

And I tremble in my place.

Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress,
For the people to arise who will invade and attack us.
17 Though the fig tree does not blossom

And there is no fruit on the vines,

Though the yield of the olive fails

And the fields produce no food,

Though the flock is cut off from the fold

And there are no cattle in the stalls,

18 Yet I will [choose to] rejoice in the Lord;

I will [choose to] shout in exultation in the [victorious] God of my salvation!

19 The Lord God is my strength [my source of courage, my invincible army];

He has made my feet [steady and sure] like hinds’ feet

And makes me walk [forward with spiritual confidence] on my high places [of challenge and
responsibility].



